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The weekend,
December 10th and 11th,

marks the third week of Advent

BEIRUT — (Photo above) Violette Yammine poses with an
Advent Box that
includes a Medita-
tions for Advent with
the Holy Family
booklet, with an
accompanying set of
Holy Family figurine
candles, by her
enterprise Banafsaj
Christian Designs in
Lebanon. Story page
12. (CNS photo/courtesy
Banafsaj Christian
Designs)

VATICAN CITY — Children ride with Pope Francis in the
popemobile during his general audience in St. Peter's Square
at the Vatican November 30, 2022. A daily examination of
conscience even for “just two minutes, ...it will do you good,
I promise," the pope said. Story page 10. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John enters the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John. The bishop has penned a pastoral
letter  in honour of the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, page 3. (TNF file photo)

SAINT JOHN — Richard Kidd, organist and director of music
at  Immaculate Conception Parish in Saint John is seen here
playing the organ at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception. The Christmas carol O Holy Night ranked first
in a list of hymns most played in December at Christian
churches. Story page 6. (TNF file photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.  December 9, 2022Page 2

One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5

Tel: (506) 653-6806
Fax: (506) 653-6818

E-mail: tnf@nb.aibn.com

Office Hours:
By Appointment.

Please telephone or email.

Publisher:
Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck, CC

Managing Editor: Margie Trafton

Correspondents:
Fredericton:  vacant

Miramichi: Shawn McCarthy
cletus_1773@hotmail.com

Saint John: Natasha Mazerolle
natasha@maz-family.com

Single Copy: $1.00
Annual Subscription: Canada

$25.00 (HST included)
USA/Other Countries: $35.00

Advertising Rate:
$15.00 per column inch  for most ads.

Publishing Date: Friday
Deadline: Monday noon prior to the

publishing date.

Printed & Distributed by
St. Croix Printing Co. Ltd.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada.

The New Freeman is a
not-for-profit organization.

The opinions expressed in letters/commentaries
published in The  New Freeman, do not

necessarily represent the views of
The New Freeman, its publisher, staff, board

of  directors or the Diocese of  Saint John.
All submissions , including advertising,  are

subject to review  and editing.

New FreemanThe
Jesuits offer their expertise on Haiti
Bt MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

As Canada prepares to take the lead among
the Core Group trying to solve Haiti’s anar-
chic and violent crisis, Canada’s top Jesuit is
offering Prime Minister Justin Trudeau a pre-
cious resource — 55 Haitian Jesuits, includ-
ing 35 currently in the troubled Caribbean
nation.

“We could bring some of the Haitian Jesuit
leadership into the conversation,” Jesuit pro-

vincial superior Father Erik Oland told The
Catholic Register. “These are very smart,
highly educated men who have pastoral skills.
Give them a voice. Let’s have a conversa-
tion.”

In a November 22 letter to Mr. Trudeau
— also sent to Deputy Prime Minister
Chrystia Freeland, Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Melanie Joly and International Develop-
ment Minister Harjit Sajjan — Fr. Oland and
Haitian Jesuit superior Father Jean-Denis
Saint-Felix tell Mr. Trudeau the Canadian
Jesuits are “deeply troubled” by a Haitian
crisis of “unprecedented dimensions.”

Owing to a history of missionary work
by Quebecois Jesuits in the 20th century,
Haiti’s Jesuits are part of the Canadian prov-
ince of the world’s largest Catholic order of
priests.

Since the assassination of Haiti’s then-presi-
dent Jovenel Moïse in July 2021, and the IMF
[International Monetary Fund]-directed cuts
to fuel subsidies in September of this year,
Haiti has suffered constant protests, often
devolving into riots, a blockade of the coun-
try’s largest fuel depot by about a dozen street
gangs who call themselves the G9 Family
and Allies, gangs in control of roads de-

manding payment for passage, broad day-
light kidnappings, a cholera outbreak and a
declaration from the World Food Program that
nearly half the country (4.7 million people)
are facing acute hunger. On top of these woes,
there is almost complete lawlessness and an
uncountable death toll from gang violence.

“Our brother Jesuits report connections
between the gangs, the government and the
business elites, with gang violence being
wielded in service of the ruling powers with
impunity,” reads the letter to Mr. Trudeau.

Most of all the Jesuits are asking Canada
not to lead the Core Group (Canada, the
United States, France, Brazil, Spain, Ger-
many, the European Union, United Nations
and Organization of American States rep-
resentatives) down the path of military in-
tervention and occupation.

“The Jesuits oppose military intervention
but stand ready to assist legitimate reform
efforts that can build lasting peace in Haiti,”
said the letter to Mr. Trudeau.

The Canadian government needs to find
new Haitian voices to engage with, said Fr.
Oland. Dealing with the same political and
business elites will only produce the same
results, he said.

“This is a crisis. Something needs to be
done, but a quick fix is not the way,” he said.

The Jesuits in Haiti run 17 Fe y Alegría
schools, the rector of the national Catholic
University is a Jesuit, the Jesuit Refugee
Service assists migrants at three locations
along the border with the Dominican Re-
public, Jesuits pastor two parishes and the
Jesuit spirituality centre is a hub for con-
versations and reflection on many issues.

“Right across the board in doing what Jesu-
its do, we are engaged at significant levels in
the culture,” said Fr. Oland.

A similar letter to U.S. President Joe Biden,
Senate and Congressional leaders has gone
out from the Jesuit Conference headquartered
in Washington.§

Father Erik Oland (Catholic Register photo)
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Mes chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
En voyageant ici et là dans le diocèse, j’ai pu constater les nombreux

défis auxquels les paroisses sont confrontées. Nous vivons avec une
sécularisation croissante dans le monde, et la perte du sens de Dieu et
de la pertinence de Jésus. Dans chaque paroisse, on me parle des
mêmes préoccupations. Les gens veulent savoir comment rejoindre
les jeunes et les familles afin de les ramener à l’église. Beaucoup de
nos paroisses éprouvent des difficultés financières car la fréquentation
est en déclin. Dans nos propres vies personnelles et familiales, nous
sommes nombreux à souffrir des luttes et des défis auxquels nous
sommes confrontés dans nos circonstances quotidiennes. Le poids
de ces fardeaux peut déclencher de l’anxiété, de l’angoisse et même
le désespoir. Pourtant, malgré les ténèbres, le temps de l’Avent nous
appelle à partir à la recherche de Jésus, la « lumière du monde. »
(Jean 8, 12)

Jésus prend soin de nous. Nous sommes si précieux pour lui qu’il
a pris une nature humaine, afin qu’il puisse habiter parmi nous, tout
en restant pleinement divin. Loin d’être indifférent à nos souffrances,
Jésus notre Dieu est présent dans nos vies, et il attend que nous
venions à sa rencontre. Lorsque nous lui permettons de rentrer dans
notre vie, lorsque nous le cherchons et lui permettons de pénétrer
dans nos cœurs, lorsque nous allons à la rencontre du Dieu vivant,
nos vies sont transformées et nos perspectives aussi. Le Saint-Père
nous dit que « C’est uniquement grâce à cette rencontre, ou cette
rencontre renouvelée, avec l’amour de Dieu, qui s’épanouit en une
amitié enrichissante, que nous sommes libérés de notre étroitesse et
de notre repli sur soi... Nous trouvons ici la source et l’inspiration de
tous nos efforts d’évangélisation. Car si nous avons reçu l’amour qui
redonne un sens à notre vie, comment ne pas partager cet amour
avec les autres ? » (Evangelii Gaudium § 8)

C’est cette rencontre et chaque rencontre subséquente avec le Dieu
vivant, enracinées dans la prière et les sacrements, qui alimentent
toute activité missionnaire. L’évangélisation doit être suivie par la
catéchèse, l’apostolat, la formation et l’entraînement à la prière afin
de nous équiper pour la mission. Notre rencontre avec Jésus et notre
partage avec les autres sont d’une importance primordiale. En plus de
méditer sur la parole de Dieu et de participer aux sacrements, il y a
tant d’autres moyens de contribuer à une rencontre plus profonde,
comme les programmes d’études tel que le parcours Alpha, ou des
retraites pour privilégier et encourager les autres à privilégier une prière
plus profonde. Nous devons répondre au mandat de notre Seigneur
de proclamer la Bonne Nouvelle à toutes les nations, d’aller dans les
périphéries pour atteindre les gens aliénés, marginalisés, démunis, et
dans l’esprit de Matthieu 25, 31-46 de contempler le visage de Jésus
et de servir Jésus en servant son peuple. Nous avons grand besoin de
rencontrer le Dieu vivant ! Il est vivant, il existe et il nous aime.

Ces derniers temps, je ressens un appel particulier à prier, à intervenir,
et à inviter tous les fidèles à intervenir. Nous ne pouvons plus nous
contenter de réagir à nos problèmes : nous devons être proactifs.
Dans cette période durant laquelle nous devons trancher sur tant de
questions, il est important de participer à la plus grande des prières,
l’Eucharistie, et de passer du temps à adorer l’Eucharistie, pour nos
besoins ainsi que ceux de notre diocèse et de nos paroisses. Nous
devons nous tourner vers la sagesse et la direction de Dieu, car les
solutions conçues par les humains sont vouées à l’échec. Il n’y a pas
de meilleur moment que la saison de l’Avent pour apaiser nos cœurs

(continué à page 7)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
In my travels throughout the diocese, I see firsthand the many

challenges that parishes are facing. We live with increasing
secularisation in the world, and a loss of the sense of God and rel-
evance of Jesus. In every parish I hear the same concerns. You want
to know how to reach youth and families and bring them back to
church. Many of our parishes are struggling financially as attendance
is on the decline. We all have our own personal and family lives, and
many are suffering as a result of the struggles and challenges we face
in our daily circumstances. The weight of these burdens can cause
anxiety, hopelessness, and even despair. Yet surrounded by darkness,
the season of Advent calls us to set off in search of Jesus, the “light
of the world” (John 8:12).

Jesus cares for you. He cares so much that he took on a human
nature, so that he could dwell among us, while remaining fully divine.
Far from being indifferent to our suffering, Jesus our God is present
in our lives, waiting for us to encounter him. When we let him in,
when we seek him and allow him to penetrate our hearts, when we
encounter the living God, our lives are transformed, and perspectives
change. The Holy Father tells us that, “thanks solely to this encounter
— or renewed encounter — with God’s love, which blossoms into
an enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and
self-absorption...Here we find the source and inspiration of all our
efforts at evangelization. For if we have received the love which re-
stores meaning to our lives, how can we fail to share that love with
others?” (Evangelii Gaudium par. 8)

It is our encounter and re-encounter with the living God, rooted in
prayer and the sacraments, that is the fuel for all missionary activity.
Evangelization needs to be followed by catechesis, discipleship, for-
mation, training in prayer, and equipping for the mission. Of primary
importance is our encounter with Jesus and sharing him with others.
In addition to our meditation on God’s word and our participation in
the sacraments, there are so many other tools that can facilitate a
deeper encounter, such as Alpha or CCO faith studies, programs like
the Search on Formed, or retreats to encourage ourselves and others
to deeper prayer. We need to respond to our Lord’s mandate to go to
all the nations proclaiming the Good News, going to the peripheries to
reach the alienated, the marginalized, the needy, and in the spirit of
Matthew 25: 31-46 seeing the face of Jesus and serving Jesus in
them. We need to encounter the living God! He’s alive, he’s real, and
he cares.

Lately, I have felt a particular call to pray and intercede, and to
invite all the faithful to intercede as well. We can no longer treat prob-
lems downstream: we must be proactive. We need to participate in
the celebration of the Eucharist, the highest prayer, and to spend time
in Eucharistic adoration for the needs of our diocese, our parishes,
and our individual needs when so many decisions are having to be
made.  We need to be seeking God’s wisdom and direction because
man-made solutions are bound to fail. There is no better time than the
season of Advent to quiet our hearts and truly make time to listen to
Jesus in prayer. I am asking each one of you to pray that our diocese
will be led by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist,
raising up disciples who are joyfully living out the mission, proclaim-
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ and making disciples of others.
Let us pray for more vocations to the priesthood and religious life,
and to married life. Let us pray for the needs of our parishes, the

(continued on page 7)

“ Déchargez-vous sur lui de tous vos soucis,
puisqu’il prend soin de vous.” (1 Pierre 5, 7)

“Cast all your anxiety on him,
because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)
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Advent: transition to a new world
Advent — a season of prophets, those heralds of change and re-

newal. It is filled with the voices and figures of Isaiah, Baruch,
Zephaniah and Jeremiah from the Jewish Testament. We encounter
the great figures of a new world calling us to transformation and
change, a world in which the Kingdom of God has come near.

The season is also marked by surprising and unlikely figures of the
New Testament. We encounter a hermit coming out of the desert
wilderness, booming out a call for a change of heart. We meet a
young Jewish woman, with her yet to be married husband, together
facing the challenge of a new birth.

The Old Testament prophets and the New Testament figures were
ordinary people who found themselves called to extraordinary and
surprising deeds of change and transformation. They might have been
ordinary persons like ourselves and those around us, but they came
serving as the voice and finger of God among us, announcing God’s
loving outreach to us all. This outreach was to mark the world made
new that has been God’s dream for all creation and all peoples.

The prophetic voice of Isaiah captures the character of this new
world. It will be a world that reflects the face of God. Filled with the
spirit of God, it will be a world of wisdom and justice. It will treat all
with equity and have special care for the weak and the vulnerable,
none shall be left out or cast aside. The result will be a sense of awe
in the remarkable gift of God’s life-giving presence among them.
From all of this comes the greatest of our heart’s desire — peace and
harmony (Is.11:1-10).

In John the Baptist, we see a New Testament prophet, one who
announces that the Kingdom of God is near and we play a part in
nurturing it (Matt.3:1-12). For John, the fundamental step is clear:
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” The work of
preparing for this kingdom, nurturing it among us is not about future.
It is now, nurturing what God has already been planted among us and
nurturing is done in the many ordinary ways of bringing the face of
God to one another with compassion and love, justice, equity and

ultimately, peace for all.
John, that hermit coming forth from

the desert eventually encountered the
face of God in Jesus as they met at
the Jordan and Jesus accepted to be
baptized by John with the waters of repentance. Such repentance is
not about saying “sorry”. It is much more than this, that nurtures the
Kingdom of heaven among us. The truer, deeper word is “metanoia”,
a Greek word for a “change of heart”, a conversion and turning around
of life, leaving behind the old and taking on the new.

It does begin as a personal conversion, but does not end there. We
are called to a conversion as family, as community, as church and in
this way revealing the face of Jesus the Christ in real terms and action
to one another and to all peoples.

Such conversion or “metanoia” was John’s call for repentance.
The whole message and mission of Jesus the Christ, was this call to
us all, to all humanity — to bring the reality of the God’s reign to all
peoples. It means turning around a world that is called to be the place
of God and marked by justice, equity and peace, and built on com-
passion and love — the face of God among us.

Only when our world, our church, our communities and families
accept this metanoia, will the reign of God be complete. It is a task,
but also a great hope.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Canadians can make a difference in Congo
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

With so much of the mineral wealth needed for the world’s green
transition, the future is in Congo’s hands.

Jesuit Father Jacques Nzumbu is asking Canadians to value that
future, care for it and commit to the people who dig it up from Con-
go’s mineral-rich soil.

“People, poor people, are going to artisanal mining just to survive,”
Fr. Nzumbu told The Catholic Register in an interview. “What we
need is transformation. I mean, if there are no mines, no exploitation
in Congo, this can be an opportunity.”

Congo is the Saudi Arabia of green energy, producing 70 per cent
of the world’s cobalt and possessing 50 per cent of the world’s re-
serves of the critical mineral. It also has 80 per cent of the world’s
coltan and is the world’s number one producer of tantalum by a wide
margin. These are the minerals that drive the digital economy, found
in semiconductors and in the batteries that power electric vehicles.

A green, post-oil economy will not happen without Congo, and
Canadian mining companies know it. The money to invest in Congo-
lese mining is raised on the Toronto Stock Exchange. The headquar-
ters of mining companies operating in Congo are in Toronto and Van-

couver. But the Congolese are not benefiting. Congolese real gross
domestic product per capita comes to $1,100 (U.S.) per year, com-
pared to $45,900 (U.S.) per year in Canada.

From 15 to 30 per cent of Congo’s cobalt is mined by unregulated,
artisanal miners — barefoot women and children struggling in the
mud, washing their minerals in nearby rivers then selling it to more
than 200 rebel militias who then sell it on to Canadian mining compa-
nies.

The supply chain links Congo to Canada and links Canadian inves-
tors to a war that over 25 years has killed more than six million Con-
golese. Fr. Nzumbu is asking Canadians to account for where their
corporations are finding the minerals that make Canadians rich. Sup-
ply chain due diligence laws could change the picture.

On paper, Congo has one of the most modern and responsible min-
ing codes in the world.

“But it’s not enforced. This is the problem,” said Fr. Nzumbu, who
is in graduate studies in mining and economics at the University of
Quebec at Montreal.

Fr. Nzumbu isn’t asking Canada to solve Congo’s many problems.
But he is asking Canadians to think of the problems with mining in
Congo on a global scale. After all, the benefits of Congolese mining

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Jesus’ dysfunctional ancestry
The full story of how Jesus Christ came to be born includes ele-

ments that we do not easily imagine when we sing our Christmas
hymns. Jesus’ family tree and bloodline were far from perfect and
this, according to the renowned biblical scholar, Raymond Brown,
needs to be kept in mind whenever we are tempted to believe in
Jesus, but want to reject the church because of its imperfections,
scandals, and bad history. Jesus may have been immaculately con-
ceived. However, as the gospels make clear, there is much in his
origins that is as jolting as any contemporary church scandal.

For example, in giving us the origins of Jesus, the gospels point
to as many sinners, liars, and schemers in his genetic and histori-
cal lineage as they do to saints, honest people, and men and women
of faith.

We see, for example, in Jesus’ genealogy a number of men who
didn’t exactly incarnate the love, justice, and purity of Jesus.
Abraham unfairly banished Ishmael and his mother, Hagar, ration-
alizing that God favors some people over others; Jacob, by scheming
and dishonesty, stole his brother Esau’s birthright; and David, to
whom Jesus explicitly connects himself, committed adultery and
then had the husband of his mistress murdered to cover up an
unwanted pregnancy in order to marry her.

Moreover, the women mentioned in Jesus background don’t
fare much better. It is interesting to note, as Raymond Brown
does, which women don’t get mentioned in reference to Jesus’
origins. The gospels don’t mention Sarah, Rebekah, or Rachel, all
of whom were regarded as holy women. Whom do they mention?

They mention Tamar, a Canaanite woman, someone outside the
Jewish faith, who seduces her father-in-law, Judah, so that she
can have a child. They mention Rahab, also a Canaanite woman,
and an outsider, who is in fact a prostitute. Next, they mention
Ruth, a Moabite woman who is also outside the official religion of
the time. Then they mention Bathsheba, a Hittite woman, an out-
sider who commits adultery with David and then schemes to make
sure one of her own offspring inherits the throne.

All of these women found themselves in a situation of marriage
or pregnancy that was either strange or scandalous, yet each was
an important divine instrument in preserving the religious heritage

that gave us Jesus. It is no accident that
the gospels link these women to Mary,
Jesus’ mother, since she too found her-
self in a ritually taboo pregnancy and in
a marital situation that was peculiar.

Further still, beyond these less-than-saintly characters in Jesus’
lineage, we see as well that some of the institutions that shaped
the Jewish faith were also less than saintly. Institutionalized reli-
gion back then suffered from many of the same problems it has
today, including the corrupt use of power. Indeed, Israel itself
(perhaps justifying the deed by referring to what Jacob had done
to Esau) seized the land of Canaan from those who had a prior
claim to it, claiming ownership by divine privilege.

Finally, and not insignificantly, we see too that the lineage that
gave us Jesus built itself up not just on the great and the talented,
but equally on the poor and insignificant. In the list of names that
makes up the ancestors of Jesus, we see some that are famous
but also others who can make no claim to specialness or signifi-
cance. Jesus’ human blood, scripture tells us, was produced equally
by the great and the small, the talented and the talentless.
What’s to be learned for all of this? Perhaps Raymond Brown
captures it best. What all this tells us, he says, is that God writes
straight with crooked lines, that we shouldn’t accept an overly
idealized Christ, and that our own lives, even if they are marked
by weakness and insignificance, are important too in continuing
the story of the incarnation.

As Mr. Brown puts it: “The God who wrote the beginnings with
crooked lines also writes the sequence with crooked lines, and
some of those lines are our own lives and witness. A God who did
not hesitate to use the scheming as well as the noble, the impure
as well as the pure, men to whom the world harkened and women
upon whom the world frowned — this God continues to work
through the same mélange. If it is a challenge to recognize in the
last part of Matthew’s genealogy that totally unknown people were
part of the story of Jesus Christ, it may be a greater challenge to
recognize that the unknown characters of today are an essential
part of the sequence.”

Christianity isn’t just for the pure, the talented, the good, the
humble, and the honest. The story of Jesus Christ was also writ-
ten and keeps being written by the impure, by sinners, by calculating
schemers, by the proud, by the dishonest, and by those without worldly
talents. Nobody is so bad, so insignificant, so devoid of talent, or so
outside the circle of faith, that he or she is outside the story of Christ.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Castle Fallsview Funeral Home

309 Lancaster Ave, Saint John, NB   E2M 2L3
506-634-1701     www.castlefh.ca

(continued from page 4)
are global.

“What we are facing is a global problem. It’s like climate change,
it’s the same. You cannot solve the climate change problem without
thinking globally,” he said. “We are thinking globally, acting locally.
But the issue is global.”

For Fr. Nzumbu, these aren’t just economic problems. He reads
Pope Francis’ letter on politics, Fratelli Tutti, as applying directly to
life in Congo. Fr. Nzumbu doesn’t just want peace in Congo so that
mining can be better regulated or more efficient. He wants a society
rooted in peace.

“I’m a Jesuit. I decided to go to study economics, to study politics,
to study business, to study law. It was my contribution to peace,” he
said.

“I came to these social issues, mining issues, because of peace…
For me, my commitment to mining, (corporate) governance, the min-
ing issue is for peace.”§

Canadians can make a
difference in Congo
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'O Holy Night' tops all hymns used in churches in December, according to poll
By MARK PATTISON
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The Christmas carol O Holy Night ranked first
in a list of hymns most played in December at Christian churches in
the United States.

O Come All Ye Faithful and Silent Night ranked second and third,

respectively.
The list was compiled by Pushpay, which offers electronic giving

options for churches and their congregants.
It asked its 9,000 subscribing churches last December what hymns

they used that month, and released the results this December 1. A
Pushpay spokeswoman, Katie Griffin, could not supply a breakdown
of Catholic parishes among those churches.

The top-10 list is filled with carols familiar to Catholics. Following
the top three choices are, in order, The First Noel, Joy To The World
and Angels We Have Heard On High.

Following those are two songs featured more in the repertoire of
non-Catholic churches.

Glorious Day, which ranked seventh overall, was recorded by the
contemporary Christian group Passion, featuring Kristian Stanfill on
vocals. It is more of a salvation narrative without any lyrics taking
note of the birth or infancy of Jesus. Still, the song's official music
and lyrics video has received 6.6 million views on YouTube.

There are several versions of the eighth-ranked song, Goodness of
God. One video of the song has climbed up to 7 million YouTube
views. The song is another in the Christian contemporary genre which
focuses more on a first-person-singular, personal relationship with
Jesus than a first-person plural voice found more often in Catholic
hymnody.

Ninth is the gospel melody Go Tell It On the Mountain, which has
found a home in many Catholic hymnals and parishes.

And, to prove that the list took into account all of December and
not just the week beginning December 25, winding up in the 10th
spot was O Come O Come Emmanuel, an Advent song based on a
chant melody familiar to Catholics not only in the United States but
throughout the world.

Ms. Griffin told Catholic News Service it's conducting the poll again
this December. The top five songs from the 2020 poll were, in order,
Joy To The World, O Come All Ye Faithful, Silent Night, O Come O
Come Emmanuel and O Holy Night. §

Pope supports Jewish-Catholic
project for social justice
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A person who helps others but does not
worship God is a "good atheist," while someone who claims to
believe in God but does not do anything to help others "is a cynic,
a liar," Pope Francis said.

Meeting with a delegation from the Latin American Rabbinical
Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the pope supported their
proposal to launch a series of educational programs aimed at help-
ing Christians and Jews in Latin America tap into their common
spiritual heritage to become "agents of social change."

Rabbi Ariel Stofenmacher, rector of the seminary, said in a state-
ment that they saw Pope Francis as a key ally in harnessing reli-
gious teachings to combat indifference, the breakdown of the family,
growing social conflicts, "the disenchantment with democracy,"
hopelessness, addiction and "the madness of new wars."

Speaking without a prepared text to the group December 2,
Pope Francis said he was not kidding when he told them that
when a religious leader speaks of justice, echoing the prophets'
call to care for the orphan, the widow, the stranger, the poor —
often detractors will "tell you that you are a communist. And look,
they say to me: 'This pope, instead of talking about God, is talking
about social things.'"

But the two go together, he said. Throughout the Bible, believ-
ers are called to love God and love their neighbor, "that is, worship
and serve, worship and help."

Spiritual leaders must work to show people how "our faith be-
comes works and that our works lead us to faith. It's a circle," the
pope said. "We have to emphasize it, because misinterpreting the
things that we pastoral agents say is our daily bread: they take a
little bit of what we said, and not everything, and they
decontextualize it."

Pope Francis also spoke to the delegation about the war in
Ukraine, which "bothers me, it makes me suffer."

Not only because it has pitted "brothers against brothers," but
also because "if no weapons were made for a year, hunger in the
world would end."

"A war is waged when an empire feels weak, then it kills to feel
strong and to use the weapons it has" so that it can make new
ones, he said. "It makes me suffer to see them testing those drones
that they were sending around Ukraine, that they are testing new
weapons at the expense of people dying."

In the face of a "culture of cruelty," Pope Francis pledged the
Catholic Church would work with the Jewish community to pro-
mote the teaching of "our sacred books," which insist God is the
father of all people, therefore they are all brothers and sisters.§
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“ Déchargez-vous sur lui de tous vos soucis,
puisqu’il prend soin de vous.” (1 Pierre 5, 7)

(continué de page 3)
et prendre le temps d’écouter Jésus dans la prière. Je demande à
chacun et à chacune d’entre vous de prier pour que notre diocèse soit
inspiré par l’Esprit Saint, par l’entremise de l’Évangile et de
l’Eucharistie, à faire des disciples qui vivent joyeusement la mission,
proclamant la Bonne Nouvelle de Jésus-Christ et faisant des disciples
des autres. Prions pour plus de vocations au sacerdoce et à la vie
religieuse, et à la vie conjugale. Prions pour les besoins de nos paroisses,
les besoins de nos familles et de nos proches, et ceux et celles qui
sont en marge, les gens isolés, et ceux et celles qui n’ont personne
pour prier pour eux.

Si nous espérons vraiment voir nos paroisses prospérer, nous devons
nous tourner chaque jour vers la source de la vie. « Moi, je suis la
vigne, et vous, les sarments. Celui qui demeure en moi et en qui je
demeure, celui-là porte beaucoup de fruit, car, en dehors de moi,
vous ne pouvez rien faire. » (Jean 15, 5) Lorsque nous accordons la
priorité à notre relation avec Jésus, lorsque nous sommes connectés
à la vigne, elle touche à tout ce que nous faisons. Les désirs dont vous
m’avez fait part : pour la communauté, l’apostolat, la croissance dans
les ministères de la famille et des jeunes et la hausse des vocations,
seront évidents lorsque nous donnerons la priorité à notre relation
avec Jésus.

Marie est un modèle de prière d’intercession pour nous. Nous
voyons aux noces de Cana comment elle désire intervenir en notre
faveur, car elle réfléchit et désire toujours accomplir les vœux de
Dieu. Approchons le Seigneur avec la même conviction et la même
humilité que la Sainte Mère, lui demandant de répondre à nos besoins
avec une profonde confiance en sa bonté et sa gracieuse Providence.
Face à de nombreux défis, proclamons avec une foi audacieuse et
ferme que Jésus-Christ est né parmi nous, il est Emmanuel, Dieu
avec nous, et le monde est transformé par sa présence.

Reposons en lui nos angoisses, et accordons à Dieu la permission
d’entraîner chacun et chacune de nous vers une nouvelle rencontre
plus profonde avec Jésus et avec l’Église.

En vous offrant mes prières sincères pour une saison bénie de
l’Avent et de Noël, je vous prie d’agréer l’expression mes sentiments
les plus chaleureux en Jésus avec Marie.

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c
Évêque de Saint John

Le 8 décembre 2022, Solennité de l’Immaculée-Conception§

“Cast all your anxiety on him,
because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

(continued from page 3)
needs of our families and loved ones, and those on the margins, the
alienated, those who have no one to pray for them.

If we are serious about seeing our parishes thrive, we must return
daily to the source of all life. “I am the vine; you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) When we prioritize our
relationship with Jesus, when we are connected to the vine, he flows
through everything we do. The desires you expressed to me – com-
munity, discipleship, growth in family and youth ministries, an in-
crease in vocations – will be evident when we prioritize our relation-
ship with him.

Mary is a model of intercessory prayer. We see in the wedding at
Cana how she desires to intervene on our behalf, always pondering
and desiring to fulfill God’s plans. Let us come before the Lord with
the same boldness and humility as the Blessed Mother, asking him to
fulfill our needs with deep trust in his goodness and gracious Provi-
dence. Faced with many challenges, let us proclaim with bold and
expectant faith that Jesus Christ is born among us, he is Emmanuel
— God with us — and that changes everything.

As we cast our anxieties on him, let us give God permission to
draw each one of us into a new and deeper encounter with Jesus and
the Church.

With heartfelt prayers for a blessed Advent and Christmas season, I
remain sincerely yours in Jesus and Mary,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

December 8, 2022, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception§

Advent is opportunity to get off pedestal of superiority, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The season of Advent is a moment of grace to
help believers stop being presumptuous and pretending to be self-
sufficient, Pope Francis said.

There is only one way to begin a new life: "the way of humility —
to be purified from the sense of superiority, from formalism and hy-
pocrisy," the pope said December 4, the second Sunday of Advent.

People need to see themselves "as sinners, and to see Jesus as the
savior who comes for us, not for the others, for us, just as we are,
with our poverty, misery and failings, above all with our need to be
raised up, forgiven and saved," he told visitors and pilgrims gathered

in St. Peter's Square for the recitation of the Angelus prayer.
The day's Gospel reading described St. John the Baptist's sharp

rebuke of those who were known for their duplicity and presump-
tion, and his urgent appeal to repent.

When St. John the Baptist says, "Produce good fruit as evidence of
your repentance," the pope said, "This is a cry of love, like the cry of
a father who sees his son ruining himself and says to him, 'Don't
throw your life away!'"

If people presume they always are right, they will fail to welcome this
loving invitation and miss an opportunity to begin a new life, he said.

"In essence, dear brothers and sisters, hypocrisy is the greatest
danger, because it can even ruin the most sacred realities. Hypocrisy
is a serious danger. This is why the Baptist -- as Jesus would be later
-- is harsh with hypocrites," the pope said.

It is important to welcome God with humility, he said, "not bravura:
'We're strong; we are great people!'"

"Each of us needs to confess our own sins, our own failings, our
own hypocrisy," the pope said. "It requires getting off the pedestal
and being immersed in the water of repentance."

"Advent is a moment of grace to take off our masks -- every one of
us has them -- and line up with those who are humble, to be liberated
from the presumption of the belief of being self-sufficient, to go to
confess our sins, the hidden ones, and to welcome God's pardon, to
ask forgiveness from those whom we have offended," he said.

"This is how to begin a new life," he said.§
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Pope Francis' reform rocks Caritas
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A dramatic shutdown of the Caritas
Internationalis offices in Rome by papal de-
cree was a surprise, and not a surprise, to the
leaders of the 162 Catholic agencies that be-
long to the world’s second largest humani-
tarian network after the Red Cross.

“This is a real shock to all, but at the same
time most knew that things weren’t going well
at the secretariat level, with many resigna-
tions, complaints and political games that
were undermining CI (Caritas Internationalis)
for some time now,” said Development and
Peace-Caritas Canada executive director Carl
Hetu.

By decree, Pope Francis suspended the
management, executive committee and re-
gional committee of the Rome office at the
centre of the global Catholic network. The
former president of the organization, Cardi-
nal Luis Antonio Tagle, has been assigned to
assist the new temporary administrator, Pier
Francesco Pinelli, an Italian management con-
sultant. The decree also names Caritas head
of advocacy Maria Amparo Alonso Escobar
and Portuguese Jesuit Father Manuel Morujão
to the temporary administration under Mr.
Pinelli.

The shakeup in Rome is a signal that the
Pope considers Caritas a central and impor-
tant arm of the Church, Cardinal Michael
Czerny told The Catholic Register in an email.

“It (the charitable work of Caritas) is al-
ready at the centre of the Church’s concern,
and the co-ordinating or networking office,
Caritas Internationalis, of the worldwide fed-
eration of national Caritases has to be up to
the measure of this very important mission,”
Cardinal Czerny said.

Nothing about the events in Rome should
have any effect on any of the 162 Caritas
agencies around the world. They are all au-
tonomous organizations. But by the time the
member agencies meet again in May to elect
a new executive committee, Cardinal Czerny
hopes the reformed office in Rome will be
more useful to the work of the entire net-
work.

“One hopes that a better-run secretariat and
more coherent bodies will have a positive rip-
ple effect amongst the 162 Caritas members,”
he said. “But they themselves and their op-
erations are not within the purview of the
evaluation of CI and the subsequent appoint-
ment of a temporary administrator.”

It makes sense that Pope Francis would

personally intervene in Caritas, said King’s Uni-
versity College history professor Robert
Ventresca, who is one of two general editors
of the forthcoming three-volume Cambridge
History of the Papacy.

“As with his reforms in other matters of
governance, Francis is keenly aware that good
governance is essential for the morale of or-
ganizations,” Mr. Ventresca said by email. “In
this case, Francis seems to be signalling the
need to reform and modernize structures and
processes to make them more responsive to
humanitarian needs on the ground. Clearly,
Francis is less interested than his immediate
predecessors in policing doctrinal alignment
and more interested in making sure that hu-

manitarian aid reaches people in need.”
“The pope sees Caritas as the most impor-

tant charity and justice organization of the
Church,” said Mr. Hetu. “If he acted like this,
that’s because he realized that with the cur-
rent leadership it was impossible to move for-
ward.”

Development and Peace members and do-
nors should know that the Canadian organi-
zation is legally separate from the office in
Rome, and the shake-up has no impact on
day-to-day operations in Canada, Mr. Hetu
said.

“For us, it doesn’t change the way we
work. It doesn’t change the program we have.

(continued on page 10)

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has sus-
pended the secretary-general and other top
officers of Caritas Internationalis, appointing
a temporary administrator to oversee improved
management policies and to prepare for the
election of new officers in May.

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, whose sec-
ond term as Caritas president was to end in
May, also loses his position, although he is to
assist the temporary administrator in prepar-
ing for the future by taking "special care of
relations with the local churches and the mem-
ber organizations," said the papal decree pub-
lished November 22.

Caritas Internationalis is the umbrella or-
ganization for 162 official Catholic charities
working in more than 200 countries; it in-
cludes the U.S. bishops' Catholic Relief Serv-
ices and Catholic Charities USA, the Cana-
dian bishops' Development and Peace and the
Catholic Agency for Overseas Development
of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Eng-
land and Wales.

Pope Francis appointed Pier Francesco
Pinelli, a business management consultant, to
oversee the Vatican-based offices of the gen-
eral secretariat.

In a statement also released November 22,
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development, which has some oversight re-
sponsibility for Caritas Internationalis, said the
suspension of the officers "has no impact on
the functioning of member organizations and
the services of charity and solidarity they pro-
vide around the world; on the contrary, it will

Pope suspends Caritas Internationalis
officers, appoints administrator

serve to strengthen such service."
Earlier this year, the statement said, the

dicastery "commissioned a review of the
workplace environment of the CI General
Secretariat and its alignment with Catholic
values of human dignity and respect for each
person."

Mr. Pinelli and two psychologists conducted
the review, which included interviewing cur-
rent and past employees, the dicastery said.

"No evidence emerged of financial misman-
agement or sexual impropriety, but other im-
portant themes and areas for urgent attention
emerged from the panel's work," the state-
ment said. "Real deficiencies were noted in
management and procedures, seriously preju-
dicing team-spirit and staff morale."

The announcement of the pope's provisions
came while some 100 Caritas representatives
from around the world were having a two-
day meeting in Rome "to reflect on how to
strengthen local leadership within the confed-
eration and enhance fraternal cooperation
among member organizations."

According to Vatican News, Cardinal Tagle
read the papal decree to the assembly and,
while acknowledging the news could upset
or confuse some people, he said they should
be reassured knowing that it came after "a
careful and independent study of the work-
ing environment of the secretariat and the
governance exercised by the people and bod-
ies in charge."

The papal decree, he said, is "a call to walk
humbly with God" and be open to a process
of discernment, which includes acknowledg-
ing shortcomings.

(continued on page 10)
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Archdiocese short $30 million for Mount Cashel liability
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JOHN’S — With the sale of church properties in the greater St.
John’s area almost complete, the Newfoundland archdiocese is now
eyeing the sale of some of its rural properties to compensate abuse
survivors from the Mount Cashel Orphanage.

The sale of parish property in the St. John’s area has raised around
$20.6 million. But that is far short of the estimated $50 million the
archdiocese is liable for to compensate the victims of abuse who
were at the now-closed and demolished St. John’s orphanage in the
1940s, ’50s and ’60s.

In 2020, the Newfoundland Court of Appeals ruled the archdiocese
was vicariously liable for the atrocities committed at Mount Cashel
and ordered the archdiocese to cover the liability left the survivors
when the Christian Brothers went bankrupt. The ruling forced the
archdiocese itself into bankruptcy, and the decision was made to sell
properties to meet its court-ordered liabilities.

Seventy properties in the rural area of the archdiocese, which in-
cludes the southern Avalon Peninsula and the Burin Peninsula, are
poised to enter an auctioning process.

“Most of the rural areas of the archdiocese are only now having to
make the difficult decisions and sacrifices that the greater St. John’s
area faced earlier this year,” Archbishop Peter Hundt said in a state-
ment to St. John’s Catholics late last month. “I hope that the positive
results in the St. John’s area and our prayers for God’s wisdom and
grace will inspire and guide all those Catholic communities still dis-
cerning how to move forward in this difficult but necessary restruc-
turing process.”

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor approved the sale of 43 properties formerly belonging to the archdio-
cese, including 13 parishes. The court-appointed monitor, the Halifax-
based firm Ernst & Young, directly oversaw the tender bid process.

Archbihop Hundt’s statement expressed gratitude for the parish-
ioners in the St. John’s area “who with patient trust in God’s good-
ness have prayed for his guidance, and worked with their parish priest
and lay leaders in accepting the sometimes-difficult decisions and
huge sacrifices that have been required.”

It’s been a painful process for many and has spawned hurt feelings
from parish communities who have had to, reluctantly, say goodbye
to their parish. Notable on this list is Holy Rosary Church, which
closed its doors after 107 years in Portugal Cove-St. Philips. Parish-
ioners actually believed they had saved their house of worship when
they raised the necessary funds to buy the property through the auction,
only to have their church close anyway when Archbishop Hundt informed
the parish steering committee that a priest would not be provided for the
parish. The congregation’s small size was cited as the primary reason
behind this decision.

More than 100 Mount Cashel survivors have come forward to date

to seek compensation. Archbishop Hundt stated the archdiocesan le-
gal counsel is working with the court monitor and the claimants’
representative counsel to iron out the ultimate number and value of
claims that must be paid out by the episcopal corporation. This proc-
ess is expected to take several months to unfold.

“I hope by this time next year the claims process will be complete,
and the victims of abuse and their families will have received from it
a measure of healing and peace,” wrote Archbishop Hundt. “Like-
wise, I hope by then the archdiocese will have completed our restruc-
turing process and all parishioners will feel settled and at home in their
amalgamated parish communities. However, in the meantime there is
still much to be done and many challenges and emotions to be faced
and accepted.”

The archdiocese is also developing a new corporate structure that
it plans to implement January 1, 2023. Meetings have been ongoing
with parish priests, lay employees and parish finance councils to iron
out the new structure.§

Religious take climate change advocacy
to Parliament Hill
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Twenty religious congregations have joined together to lobby Ot-
tawa politicians on climate change and social justice.

Since September, the Office of Religious Congregations for Inte-
gral Ecology has been quietly meeting with MPs and Senators of all
parties, making the case for thoughtful, planned changes to the struc-
ture of Canada’s economy.

“We need it because the Catholic voice is missing on the Hill these
days,” said ORCIE’s chief lobbyist Genevieve Gallant. “There’s no
other group that has the mandate to do advocacy, or the capacity to
do advocacy, on the Hill.”

On behalf of sisters, priests and brothers that live under vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience, Ms. Gallant is pushing an ecology-
first agenda for all parties.

“It’s about what we’re advocating for — with Laudato Si’ and
Pope Francis, the urgent need to get action on climate change,” she
said. “It doesn’t matter if the Conservative policy is going to look
similar to the Liberal policy, because we need action on that file — no
ifs, ands or buts.”

It’s natural that the job should fall to the religious congregations,
who have often played a prophetic role in the Church and society,
Ms. Gallant said.

“We know the Catholic bishops have had a lot going on with recon-
ciliation. We know that Development and Peace has a lot going on
with emergencies from Pakistan to Ukraine,” she said.

Ms. Gallant has been in the advocacy business for 25 years with Devel-
opment and Peace-Caritas Canada, Citizens for Public Justice, the Our
Lady of Guadalupe Circle and Kairos, the Canadian ecumenical social
justice collaboration. The idea for ORCIE came together in June 2021 and
Ms. Gallant began active lobbying in September, participating in the Cli-
mate Action Network’s annual Days on the Hill meetings.

The Synod on Synodality and the Vatican’s accession to the Paris
Climate Accords have made the case for practical Catholic political
activism more than clear, according to Ms. Gallant.

“The urgency now is that we had 623 oil executives, lobbyists, as
part of (official) delegations at COP27. We’ve got to up our game.” §
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(continued from page 8)
It doesn’t change how the money is used,” he said.

Mr. Hetu understands the drive to reform Caritas Internationalis as lining
up with the Synod on Synodality, with its emphasis on transparency and
an open style of communication.

“His goal is really to redirect Caritas to make it even better, particularly in
the sense of reconciliation and synodality — meaning listening and act-
ing,” Mr. Hetu said.

Direct papal investment in a transnational network of modern Catholic
humanitarian agencies began between the wars in the middle of the last
century. In the wake of massive displacements of ethnic and religious
minorities in Russia, Turkey, Iraq and elsewhere at the end of the First
World War, Pope Benedict XV and then Pope Pius XI directed a network
of agencies to help refugees. In 1926 these agencies were tied together in
the Catholic Near East Welfare Association.

In 1951, while Europe’s network of displacement camps were folding,
the Cold War was ramping up and the world was coming to terms with
the Holocaust, Caritas Interationalis was founded to co-ordinate this work
on a more global scale. After the Second Vatican Council bishops’ confer-
ences in Europe and North America set up agencies in response to a
broader crisis of development as former colonies in Africa, Asia and Latin
America gained independence. Development and Peace in Canada, Catho-
lic Relief Services in the United States and the Catholic Agency for Over-
seas Development in England and Wales were among these agencies.

Under Francis’ curial reforms, the Caritas network has fallen under the
leadership of the Dicastery for Integral Human Development, of which
Cardinal Czerny is prefect.

“I believe that what the Holy Father has decided expresses his pastoral
outlook, his strong, fatherly care — not only towards the poorest, needi-
est and most suffering in the world, but also towards colleagues and
staff who carry out such an important commitment of the Church:
charity,” Cardinal Czerny said.§

(continued from page 8)
Aloysius John, the secretary-general since 2019, was not present at the

meeting, Vatican News said. Mr. John, a French citizen who was born in
India, had been head of the organization's section for institutional develop-
ment and capacity building before his election as secretary-general.

Cardinal Michael Czerny, prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Inte-
gral Human Development, and Mr. Pinelli, the new administrator, also
were present at the meeting, Vatican News reported.

Pope Francis, in his decree, said that Caritas Internationalis assists him
and the bishops "in the exercise of their ministry to the poorest and most
needy, participating in the management of humanitarian emergencies and
collaborating in the spread of charity and justice in the world in the light of
the Gospel and the teachings of the Catholic Church."

"To improve the fulfillment of this mission," the pope said, "it seems
necessary to revise" the current regulations governing Caritas Internationalis,
a task that Mr. Pinelli will guide.

Mr. Pinelli told Vatican News that his hope was "to initiate processes of
reconciliation and improvement that can bear fruit in the long run for this
association."§

Pope Francis' reform rocks Caritas

Suspends Caritas Internationalis

Even a two-minute examination of conscience is helpful, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — A daily examination of conscience is an important
tool for recognizing where God is at work in one's life and where "the evil
spirit" tries to lead one astray, Pope Francis said.

"Learn to read in the book of our hearts what has happened during the
day. Do it. Just two minutes, but it will do you good, I promise," the pope
told visitors at his weekly general audience November 30.

After his talk, Pope Francis and the crowd were treated to a perform-
ance by the Black Blues Brothers, a group of five acrobats from Kenya.
Wearing dark suits and ties, they did handsprings, created human pyra-
mids and did tumbling and dance tricks while jumping rope to songs from
the 1980 film "The Blues Brothers."

Continuing his series of audience talks about discernment, the pope
spoke again about "spiritual consolation" and about using a daily examina-
tion of conscience to distinguish between what just feels good and "genu-
ine consolation," which, he said, "is a sort of confirmation that we are
doing what God wants of us, that we are walking on his paths, that is, on
the paths of life, joy and peace."

Relying on the teaching of St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits,
the pope explained that consolation comes from knowing that a thought or
impulse is good at its beginning, middle and end, because it inclines one to

do something good, is motivated by love for God and others and leads to
a sense of peace.

On the other hand, the pope explained, "the evil spirit" can sneak in and
distract one from doing good or sow anger toward others or pride.

"When we talk about the 'evil spirit,' we are talking about the devil, you
know," the pope said. "The devil exists."

Pope Francis used the example of the thought or urge to pray, accom-
panied by "affection for the Lord and my neighbor, it invites gestures of
generosity, of charity: it is a good beginning."

But, he said, if "every time I have to wash the dishes or clean the house,
I have a strong urge to pray — this happens in convents" — then the
impulse is not all good.

"Go wash the dishes, then go pray," he said, because "prayer is not an
escape from one's tasks."

And, the pope said, "if I begin to pray and, like the Pharisee in the
parable, I tend to be self-satisfied and to disdain others, perhaps with a
resentful and sour spirit, then these are signs that the evil spirit has used
that thought as a key to enter into my heart and to transmit his feelings to
me."

In such cases, he said, "the consolation of prayer" is false, and one
simply is "a peacock before God," strutting his or her presumed holiness.

Then, Pope Francis said, one should ask, "Where does that thought take
me? For example, it can happen that I work hard for a good and
worthy task, but this pushes me to stop praying; I find I am increas-
ingly aggressive and angry, I feel that everything depends on me, to
the point of losing confidence in God. Here, evidently, there is the
action of the evil spirit."

The devil's style is "devious, masked," the pope said, and he usually
starts with something important to the person and then twists it.

"The more we know ourselves, the more we sense where the evil spirit
enters, his 'passwords,' the entrance to our heart," Pope Francis said.

"Before ending your day, stop a bit and ask what has happened
(that day) — not in the newspapers," he said, but in one's heart.

"Noticing what happens is important," he said. "It is a sign that
God's grace is working in us, helping us to grow in freedom and
awareness. We are not alone; the Holy Spirit is with us. Let's see how
things are going."
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Obituaries

FITZPATRICK, MARY HELENA — Mary Helena Fitzpatrick
(Donnelly), wife of the late John Brian Fitzpatrick, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by family, on November 26, 2022, at Rocmaura Nursing
Home at the age of 89. Born July 26, 1933, in Saint John NB, Mary was
the eldest daughter of the late William and Helena (Bastarache) Donnelly.

Mary is survived by daughters Patti Allison (Dean) of Sunny Corner,
and Theresa Gatien (Joseph) of Rothesay, and sons John Fitzpatrick (Sheila)
of Rothesay, Colin Fitzpatrick (Christine) of Toronto, Brian Fitzpatrick
(Alison) of Saint John, and Jamie Fitzpatrick (Muriel) of Saint John, as
well as 16 grandchildren: Amanda, Tara, and Jamie; John and Julie; Megan,
Shannen, and Conor; Brianne, Colin, Kieran, and Liam; Philip and Andrew;
Jack and Caroline, and 15 great-grandchildren: Lyla, Quin, Ava, Karsyn,
Cohen, Hayden, Kameron, Brynn, Reagan, James, Henry, Hank, Loretta,
Carter, Kendal. Mary is also survived by her sister, Darlene Hayward, in-
laws Frank Fitzpatrick (Mary), Rudi Seeberger (Frances), Louis Cuppens
(Pat), Helen Fitzpatrick, Ann Marie Fitzpatrick, and many special nieces
and nephews.

In addition to her parents and husband, Mary was predeceased by her
sister Patsy Poulos (Sonny), brothers Billy Donnelly (Barb), and Jimmy
Donnelly, brother-in-law Ronald Hayward, and nephew Ian Hayward, as
well as in-laws Anne Marie O’Brien (Fred), Patrick Fitzpatrick, Donald
Fitzpatrick, Aileen Markeson (Donald), Kathleen Seeberger, Christine

(Deenie) Cuppens, and nephews Terry O’Brien, Michael Fitzpatrick, and
Jeff Markeson.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan Funeral Home, Saint John.
The Funeral Liturgy was in the Brenan’s chapel, Saint John. Interment at
Holy Cross Cemetery.

GALLANT, RUTH ANN — It is with heavy hearts that the family of Ruth
Ann Gallant, wife of Leo Gallant, announces her passing which occurred
on Sunday, November 27, 2022, at the Sussex Health Centre. Ruth Ann
was born on February 2, 1943, in Saint John, NB, and was the daughter
of the late Walter and May (Gaudet) Hannah.

She is survived by her husband, Leo; son, Dale (Lana) Waite; daughter,
Tammie Waite; step-sons, Guy Gallant, Gerald Gallant and Duane (Cynthia)
Waite; step-daughters, Kathy Goentzel (John) and Debbie Gallant; sister,
Marion Cosman; and sister in-law Jeanie Hannah; as well as several grand
and great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her parents, brother, Don Hannah; sister, Lois Maher; step-son-
in-law, Emery; step-daughter-in-law, Krista Gallant; and her brother-in-
law, Walter.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Community Fu-
neral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated from
St. Mark’s Catholic Church, Quispamsis.

BREWER, BARRY THOMAS — It is with a deep hole in my heart that
on November 28, 2022, the love of my life and husband of 54 years,
Barrie Thomas Brewer died peacefully surrounded by his loving family.
Barrie was the most loving, kind and gentle husband to me, Margie, father
to Daniel and Michelle, granddad to Mackenzie, Jayden and Autym and to
the many family and friends who had the good fortune of knowing him
throughout his life. He was the only son of the late Tom and Lillian (Bartlett)
Brewer of Halifax, N.S. Though an only child himself, he was welcomed
and warmly cherished by my siblings Blaise, Frank, Jerri, Nora, Florence
and the late Roddie and Barb, as well as their spouses and children.

He rested at Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis. The
Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rothesay.

McGOWAN, BLANCHE — With appreciation for a life well lived, the
family of Blanche McGowan announces her passing, which occurred
peacefully at Bobby’s Hospice in Saint John. Blanche (Donald) McGowan;
wife of the late Victor McGowan of Grand Bay–Westfield, was born in
Olinville, NB, on April 8, 1926. She was the daughter of the late William
Edson and Sadie Agnes (McCutcheon) Donald.

Blanche is survived by her daughter Nancy English (David) of Kars,
two sons Richard McGowan and his partner Laureen of Saint John, Paul
(Roxanne) of Grand Bay–Westfield, six grandchildren, Jeannette Mainhout,
Anthony McGowan, Karen McGowan (Jon) Matthew McGowan (
Juliette), Kali McGowan (Joe) &amp; Jared McGowan; seven great grand-
children Breanna, Tyler, Ashlyn, McKinley, Mitchell, Eloise, Taylor and
Kera, siblings Marion Makepeace and John Donald, both of Browns Flat,,
sisters in law Clarice Buckley of Toronto, and Mary Donald of Browns
Flat; as well as many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents and husband, Blanche was predeceased by
four sisters, Elsie Johnson, Phyllis Copp, Jean Beckett, all of Browns Flat,
Alberta Lourie of Grand Bay–Westfield, and one brother Charles Donald
of Browns Flat.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of CAstle Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at Holy Spirit
Parish (St. Matthews Worship Site), Grand Bay–Westfield.§
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With 'Advent Box,' graphic designer hopes to help Lebanese spiritually
By DOREEN ABI RAAD
Catholic News Service

BEIRUT — Violette Yammine aims to illuminate Advent and
Christmas hope for Lebanese facing tough times.

The graphic designer has launched an ‘Advent Box’ that in-
cludes a Meditations for Advent with the Holy Family booklet,
with an accompanying set of Holy Family figurine candles. Sepa-
rately, there is also a children's Christmas story.

The two Christmas season family participation projects are the
first offerings of Ms. Yammine's Catholic design firm "Banafsaj,"
which is how Violette is pronounced in Arabic.

MS. Yammine, a Maronite Catholic, considers her enterprise —
Banafsaj Christian Designs — a way "to offer beautiful violets,
and scents, to the Lord."

In Lebanon, she noticed, most Christian family-oriented publi-
cations are produced by evangelical churches. So, she decided "to
put all my talent in the service of Christ."

The Advent booklet and accompanying Holy Family candles are
intended for the three Sundays preceding Christmas. Ms. Yammine
said she hopes it will spark "an Advent well spent in prayer."

The first Sunday reading concerns the Annunciation, intended
for the Mary candle. The second Sunday reading is the revelation
to Joseph, and thus the Joseph candle.

The birth of Jesus is the third and final Sunday reading, with the
candle of baby Jesus in the manger.

"O Holy Child Jesus, grant us during this Christmas season, in
spite of the circumstances in which we live, to ever proclaim the
Gospel of Joy, as brought by the angel to the shepherds," reads
the accompanying prayer.

Ms. Yammine continues to work as as senior designer in the
communications department at Holy Spirit University of Kaslik.
For Banafsaj Christian Designs, she counts on the spiritual di-
rection of three priests: two Maronites and a Jesuit.

The Advent booklet of meditations is offered in Arabic, French
and English to match the largely trilingual population of Leba-
non.

The Christmas book for children, The Christmas Story, is
published through Jesuit publishing house Dar el Machreq,
founded in 1848, and distributed by Librairie Stephan, both
based in Beirut.

Currently available in Arabic, and next Christmas in English
and French, The Christmas Story has been approved by Latin-

rite Bishop César Essayan, apostolic vicar of Beirut.
The story unfolds as a grandfather, Toufic, reads from the Old

Testament at bedtime to his grandchildren, Thalia and Mark, tell-
ing them that in those times, "people built a tent and called it the
tent of meeting. At the heart of this tent, they used to pray and feel
God's presence."

Toufic explains to his grandchildren that when Jesus was born,
a new tent took its place.

"Because Jesus loves us so much, he made a tent inside the
heart of every person ... a special tent in which he could be born
again in each person's heart."

Toufic then instructs his grandchildren how, through prayer,
good deeds, and through the sacraments of reconciliation and the
Eucharist, the door of their inner tent opens wide.

"When the door opens, the whole world will see a strong light,
just like the sun's rays," the grandfather explains. "This will be the
light of Jesus, a light that no one can blow out, especially if you
take care of your tent and keep it clean."

The book also comes with a cut-out paper tent to decorate as an
ornament.

"Despite all the difficult circumstances in Lebanon, I have a
light inside my heart, like The Christmas Story says, that gives me
hope that everything in Lebanon will be OK," Ms. Yammine told
Catholic News Service.

Lebanon's economic crisis, now in its third year, has made life a
daily struggle for 80% of the population that has fallen into pov-
erty in the once middle-income country. Salaries for those who
are still employed have been reduced to a small fraction that barely
suffices for daily essentials, amid a currency devaluation of more
than 90% since 2019.

"The need for spiritual growth is as important as our everyday
needs," Ms. Yammine said.§

BEIRUT — This is a meditation with a St. Joseph candle from
the "Advent Box" booklet by Banafsaj Christian Designs in
Lebanon. The booklet comes with an accompanying set of the
Holy Family figurine candles. (CNS photo/courtesy Banafsaj
Christian Designs)


